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ABSTRACT 

The Vocational Education Act of 1963 was an apparent 
outgrowth of economic conditions and societal needs which existed in 
the United States in the late 1950* s and early 1960's. The nation's 
most urgent domestic problem was unemployment while paradoxically 
millions of jobs which reguired skilled workers continued unfilled. 
This study was concerned with the historical development of issues 
and activities which led to the enactment of this important 
legislation. Based on an examination of written source documents, 
such as the Administration's education messages to the Congress, the 
overall purpose of this research was to bring together in one 
document those positions and proceedings associated with the design 
and adoption of this law. This report was also submitted as Ed.D. 
dissertation to Oklahoma State University. (Author/JS) 
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Abstract 



A SYNTHESIS OF ACTIVITIES LEADING TO THE ENACTMENT OF THE 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACT OF 1963 



This study was concerned with the historical development of issues 
and activities which led the 88th Congress, 1st Session, to enact the 
Vocational Education Act of 1963, Public Law 88-210. The overall purpose 
of this research was to bring together in one document those positions 
and proceedings associated with the design and adoption of Public Law 
88-210. Additional purposes of this study were: To develop a brief 

chronology of Federal Vocational Education Acts preceding the enactment 
of the Vocational Education Act of 1963, to analyze education and train- 
ing legislation proposed and enacted by the 87th Congress in 1961-1962, 
to identify and to document issues relative to education legislation pro- 
posed by the Administration and considered by the 88th Congress, 1st 
Session; to set forth arguments which were advanced by proponents and 
opponents of the vocational education measure considered and acted on 
in 1963; and to develop a synthesis of activities concerning discussions, 
debates, and decisions related to the formulation and enactment of the 
Vocational Education Act of 1963. 

To identify issues associated with the consideration of the proposed 
vocational education measure of 1963, an examination was made of written 
source documents, such as the Administration's education messages to the 
Congress, hearings before the General Subcommittee on Education of the 
Committee on Education and Labor, House of Representatives; and hearings 
before the Subcommittee on Education of the Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare, United State Senate; and Committee Reports of the House and 
Senate. The Congressional Record was also examined for issues and posi- 
tions developed during the House and Senate debates. The Congressional 
Quarterly , Congressional Almanac , and Public Papers of the Presidents 
were also examined. Research techniques utilized by historians were 
employed throughout the study. 

The Vocational Education Act of 1963 was an apparent outgrowth of 
economic conditions and societal needs which existed in the United States 
in the late 1950 's and early 1960's. The nation's most urgent domestic 
problem was unemployment while paradoxicaj ly millions of jobs which 
required skilled workers continued unfilled. Concomitantly, the country 
was undergoing a technological revolution unparalleled in history. The 
Vocational Education Act of 1963 was an apparent reaffirmation by the 
United States Congress of its long-term interest and suppport to provide 
vocational education opportunities for the nation's citizens. 
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CHAPTER I 



INTRODUCTION 

Federal legislation for vocational education has provided direction 
for national growth and development of vocational education programs for 
over a half-century. While several schools of thought exist concerning 
the impact of federal aid upon vocational education, there is general 
agreement that federal funds have provided the necessary stimulus for 
change and direction of vocational education programs. ^ There appears 
to be little doubt that federal legislation will continue to play an 
important role in the future development of vocational education pro- 
grams nationally. 

Beginning with the enactment of the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917, the 
Congress provided the first federal aid for vocational education. The 
Smith-Hughes Act was a legislative victory for vocational education. 
Significantly, an intensive study was made to determine the needs of 
society prior to the enactment of the Smith Hughes Act. The second 
national study to determine the educational and training needs of 
society was made nearly five decades later. It was the 1963 report of 
the Panel of Consultants on Vocational Education which the Congress used 



U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare* Education foi 
a_ Changing World of Work : Report of the Panel of Consultants on Voca- 
tional Education . Washington, D. C. : Government Printing Office, 1963. 
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